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FOREWORD

Tn s # As you Dkeat”, Shalesprare makes Touchstono
say—“T 1l rhyme youso eght yours together, dinners and
suppers and sleeping-—honrs exceptod”

And at s perhaps no exaggeration to say that amongst
the “poets” of the modern days, parhenlarly an the field of
Sansknt pootry, there are moro Touchst than Shakespeares.
The "“Sakt1” or the natural aptitude of the mind, which
Mammath calls so essential for the malang of a troe poetas
~very rarely found 1n theso days  Buat 3t 13 not to bo wondered
at. MNature atself ceases to produce a thang which is not in
demand Tho times of Bhoja are gono and wo have long
coasod to appreciate Sansknt poetry, to adoro Sansknt poets
and to assign them their propor place 1n society,

It is all tho more pleamng therefors whon in a period of
decadenco of Sanskpt pootry, we come across n person who
possessos in s0 uncommon a measure that “Sakty” of the poet
and thit command of style, language and metye, which at oneo
distinguish hum from the ordinary class of * poets " and assign
hima postion all hisown  That is the reason why I have
always loved and admired Fandit Mathora Nath Bhatta, the
nuthor of the present bool—Manja Kanita Nikunja and havo
el 30 often that if ko s given proper oncouragement and
facihtion for work, he should be able to render very good

services indeed to the cavso of Sanskptlearning in the field
of pocry
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The Manju Kavitf Nikunja, is tho first atlempt of tho
euthor towards publication of his works and is really the
socond volume—* Tho Batutya Khanda” of a bigger book, the
first Volame under the title of “Jayapurs Vabhava’ is now
under prey fon end its publication will depend largely on
the reception which will be accorded Ly Bansknt scholars to
{ho prosent Sihutya Khanda Tho suthor hias explaned mm
1ho mntroduciion tho general schome of the whole book and
has grven somo account of himself at the end which will be read
with interost  The exhanstive lut of contents in the boginmng

will give an ides of the wide rapge of the sebjects covored

Y do not myself foel competent to s1y any thing about the
morits snd domeeits of tho work which bas bosn reviewsd by
much ablor hands than mine, and I am glad to add, bas been
gonertlly approcrated  VMahamahopadhyaya Dr Ganga Nath
Jba M, A, D, Litt—Vico chancellor® Allahabad Unuversity,
Trinelpal A. B, Dhruva, M A., pro—vico—chancollor, Denares
Jiindn University, and Pandit Gopinath haviap M A
Principal Goverument Sabskpt college, Donares were Aind
enough to review tho book at my request, while it was in print,
and thelr opinfons will bo found In the beminning of this
volame. T have to record my very gratefal thanks to the threo
Isarnod scholars for all the tronlls which thoy s kindly and
50 readily sndertool inthis behall

I have, however, to add a word in explanation of the
Iindi and Urdn metres which the author bas made we of in
this book  Vfare than 8 or O years ago there was beld s Pandit
Sabia in Jaipur, and several fanskyit scholars then expressed
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the opimon as Sansknt scholars may hold thet opinion now,
that 3t was not possible to have good Swnsknt poetry in Hindx
and Urda metres Pandit Mathura Nath Bhatta took the
other view and mamtaned that, provided the command of the
language was thers, n poot could composo Just as good Sansknd
verses 1n Hind: and Grdu metres as 1 the classical metres,
The present work 1s intended by the author to prove hus
contention, although ho has devoted one chapter entirely to
tho classical motres as well It 1s for Sanskpt scholars to judge
a3 to how far Pandit Mathara Nath Bhatta has beon successfol
in bus attompt But thisas of courso only one aspoct of the
book

University office, Shyamsundar Sharma
Agr’;, } Registrar,
Oth March 1980 Agra University

I have looked over a fow verses 1n \anjolamti Nikunje
and am very pleased to note that oven at tho present time there
are writers who can compose such verses in Sanskpt. The
Ianguagoe 1s melliflzous, and the ideas, though not alwavs original
are neatly expressed  The adoption of the *Hindi” metrel
and ths consequont abandonment of the older metres is, in mg
opinion, not an improvement. It is only when framed inth
clder motres that Sanskmit pootry appears in its natural settin:
If tho departure has Leon made with A view to show tha
Bansknit poems conld bo composed In the new metres a
soction of the work may have been done on those Lines,
Jtir, ono misses very much tho sweat Indravajra, the ele
3M8lint and the ennobling Mandilrints and the soul
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Sragdbard. As tho work Is still incomplete I pope the poct
will composs the rest of the work in the Sanskrit metros,

This however does not detract from tho value of tho
Pandit's work, which will still pleaso many a heart and mako
one realise that Sansknt fs after all not quite a *dead language”
yot,

GANGA NATH JHS,

Vice-chancellor,
University of Allababad,

qumﬁa.r_mn

Y apprecisto the poem as a fino specimen of the kind of
pootry which our Pandits st presont are writing. The Panditjt
has 8 good command over the Banskyit Janguage, dod the work
ls very well donoe in the traditional style. Maf T add that
{his type of poetry we can now enjoy only ms clsssical poetry 2
3May wonot expoct that modern Sanskrit pocv"‘u see now
vistons and new formsof besaty such as will appoeal to the
modern world 1

A. B, Dhr‘"!:v o
' Dated Principal & Pro-vicocaancellor,
11-11-1929. } Tho Benares, Hindn University.

. T must heartily congratnlate Pandit Aathurs Nath Bhatta
Hahityacharya on his p of an exq )| of
raunkeit posms, eallsd “Kavita—Nikunjs” (bowes of poems,),
throngh which I have had the pleasure of glansing recently.
The back"hnprmed me as a genulno work of poeﬂ'?ﬂ art, In

deh 41
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1hesn days of decadenco of Sansknt learming 1t 1s refreshing
tofind & poot of snch hugh accomplishment and with such
a command of style, lnguage and motre. The wealth of
amagery and artistical colouring displayed 1n tho work 13 really
& raro sight among tho poots of tho present ago  Tho poem 13
divided nto soveral sections with verses on dufferent subjects
meach Tho description of tho seasons, tho representations
of tho varions moods of tho hnman mind, the delineation with
tonches of hamour at intorvals of the darker phasesof the
goodern social hife all theso have a ring of freshness and
bLpontaneity about them which mark them out as distinctivo
¥ trneanspiration  The sathor 15 at i best 1n us mampalt
tion of the motres not merely those which are current in the
Sansknt classics but even some now vinoties coined by him
in imitation of Hindi, Urdn and Perstan  This introduction
of now metrical standards in Sanskmt poetry may not appeal
to the conservative mentality of the orthodox Sanskmt poots
stoeped {n old associations and traditions, bat 1t is certainly
aclear sign of Lifen the poot and should bo welcome as suchk
toall lovers of Sansknt as enriching the rhythmie possibulitics
of the Janguage
Gopinath Eaviraj,
Principal,
290h Feb 1950 Govt, Sansknt College, Banares.
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